WESTERN UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Undergraduate Course Outline 2024-2025

Course Number: PHILOSOP 1230A650
Reasoning and Critical Thinking

Instructor information

Information including instructor contact details can be found on the course Owl BrightSpace:
https://westernu.brightspace.com/

Prerequisites and antequisites

This course has no prerequisites. Philosop 1200 is anegpiisite, meaning that you cannot take
both courses for credit.

Course dscription

This course teaches a basic set of skills that will improve your ability to think clearly and rationally.

It will help you avoid fallacies and inconsistencies, uncover implicit assumptions, and become
aware of your own biases. These skills will help you identify and assess claims and arguments,
such as those encountered in your coursework, in conversation, and on social media.



The course has a strong focus on hands


https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/lib/west/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=706494
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/lib/west/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=706494
https://philosophy.hku.hk/think/

- recognize rational and non-rational influences on belief formation, including biases,

- understand the importance and relevance of critical thinking skills, and

- know when and how to apply critical thinking skills in both everyday and academic
contexts.

Method of evaluation

Practice exercises (






reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is
given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.



Scholastic offences are taken seriously, and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

Support services

Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/

Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealfof a complete list of options about how to obtain help.
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